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A Budget for the 99% Day of Action 

On January 10, 2012, hundreds of health and human service advocates across the state held four rallies 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ϷнΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ŏǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 

California.   

These rallies ς which took place in Fresno, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, and San Francisco ς came after 

ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŀƭƭƛƴƎ ϷнΦр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ŏǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 

for 2012ς2013. 

At the rallies, seniors, parents, people with disabilities, CalWORKS participants and other working 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ social safety net.  

The State of the 99%  

On January 18, 2012, over fifty health and human service advocates, care recipients, and concerned 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀƴǎ ǊŀƭƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜέ 

speech. In reaction to the proposed $2.5 billion cut ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ 

advocates at the rally carried signs demanding a CA Budget for the 99%, stressed the importance of 

essential services in the lives of Californians, and called on legislators to prioritize the needs of the 99% 

ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŀfety net.  

!ŦǘŜǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΣέ Ǌŀƭƭȅ 

participants stressed the crucial roƭŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  

 

The following pages include highlights of the media coverage from those events. 

 

 

 



 

2012 must be the year when Californians invest in the future with revenue 

solutions.  We look forward to working with legislators to prioritize the needs of the 

99%! 

Who We Are 

The Health and Human Services Network of California is a coalition of advocates, consumers, and allies 

working together for strong health care and human services in California.  Our network includes people 

who care about health care, home care for seniors and people with disabilities, emergency food and 

food stamps, domestic violence shelters, independent living centers for people with disabilities, child 

abuse and neglect preventioƴΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΣ !L5{ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

care, and more.  Convening groups include the Western Center on Law and Poverty, Health 

Access, California Partnership, and California Immigrant Policy Center. 

What We Do 

We come together to act on shared priorities ς these include a state budget that prioritizes the needs of 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏǳǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ 

and rebuilding services that Californians depend on, especially during these tough economic times.   

For More Information  

Visit the Health and Human Services Network of California online at http://www.hhsnetworkca.org. 

Print 
 

The San Francisco Chronicle: Critics slam Gov. Jerry Brown’s budget cuts 
 
POLITICS BLOG: January 20, 2012 

Protesters gathered outside the state building in 
Civic Center Tuesday to rail against the deep cuts 
to social services proposed by Gov. Jerry Brown 
ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
vulnerable. 

The Democratic governor wants to slash welfare by 
$1 billion, cut child care subsidies by almost $500 
million and cut health care by another $1 billion to 
help plug an estimated $9.2 billion shortfall next 
fiscal year. 

Many attendees took particular ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ 
proposal to cut 71,000 child care slots. Kristel 
England, a 30-year-old Sonoma State University 
student with a 10-year-old daughter, told the 
group that state child care subsidies have made it 

possible for her to pursue a college degree. She 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
after her graduation this year, she said. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀǎŎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLΩƳ ǘƻƭŘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻnal 
when it routinely targets families and strips access 
ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

The rally was one of several held around the state 
today. It was organized by the Health and Human 
Services Network of California, a coalition of 
groups that advocate for families and the poor, 
disabled and elderly. 

http://blog.sfgate.com/nov05election/2012/01/10
/critics-slam-gov-jerry-browns-budget-cuts/ 

http://www.wclp.org/
http://www.health-access.org/
http://www.health-access.org/
http://www.california-partnership.org/
http://www.caimmigrant.org/
http://www.hhsnetworkca.org/
http://blog.sfgate.com/nov05election/2012/01/10/critics-slam-gov-jerry-browns-budget-cuts/
http://blog.sfgate.com/nov05election/2012/01/10/critics-slam-gov-jerry-browns-budget-cuts/


 
The LA Times: Protests of Gov. Jerry Brown's proposed services cuts planned 

 
PolitiCal: January 9, 2012 

Activists are rallying in four cities Tuesday to 
protest billions of dollars in Gov. Jerry Brown's 
proposed cuts to health and social services. 

Faced with a $9.2-billion budget gap, Brown has 
proposed slashing about $2 billion from health 
and human services. That includes tighter 
restrictions on welfare benefits and decreased 
compensation for health services for the disabled. 

In addition, 62,000 slots would be eliminated in 
child-care programs, saving an additional $446.9 
million, according to Brown's Department of 
Finance. 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǇǇŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
balance this budget on the backs of the most 
vulnerable Californians," said Vanessa Aramayo, 

director of the California Partnership, a coalition 
of anti-poverty nonprofit groups. 

In Los Angeles, protesters will be gathering at the 
State Building on Spring Street. There are also 
rallies scheduled in San Francisco, Fresno and San 
Bernardino. 

When unveiling his budget proposal Thursday, 
Brown said it was the best plan possible given the 
state's struggling economy. 

"California government is a very generous, 
compassionate political jurisdiction," he said. 
"When we have to reduce our spending, that 
spending is going to have to come from programs 
that are doing good." 

 

 
The Fresno Bee: Fresno rally aims at state cuts in social services 

 
By Eddie Jimenez: January 10, 2012  
 
About 60 people protested Tuesday in downtown 
Fresno against $2.5 billion in planned cuts to 
state health and social services, saying Gov. Jerry 
Brown should increase state tax revenues rather 
than target assistance to children, the disabled 
and the elderly. 

The protesters at the noon rally in front of the 
Hugh M. Burns state building said the proposed 
budget cuts would squeeze those who rely on in-

home care and parents who need child-care 
subsidies to continue working. 

Brown and state lawmakers should raise taxes on 
people and companies that make the most 
money, such as oil producers, said Kevin 
Hamilton, deputy chief of programs for Clinica 
Sierra Vista, which provides health care and 
health education services. 

Hamilton urged protesters to contact lawmakers 
about the proposed cuts that would harm the 
most vulnerable people in the state. 

"We need to let them know how we feel," he 

said. "Their phones should ring off the hook. 
Their Internet should be flooded with emails. It 
should be crashing every day." 

Sharon Esquivel, a licensed child care provider for 
more than 20 years, said she has seen families 
benefit from the financial help. 

"These are people who are trying to better 
themselves, and these subsidized programs are 
helping them to do that," she said. 

Anna Jones, a single mother of two young boys, 
worries the loss of state money to help pay for 
child care could force her to quit her Internal 
Revenue Service job. Jones said she was on 



welfare for six years before being hired at the IRS 
three years ago. 

 

Photo credit: MARK CROSSE/THE FRESNO BEE  

"Please don't cut child care and health care," she 
said. "I don't want to go back on welfare." 

The Fresno rally was one of four around the state 

Tuesday to protest the proposed cuts. The others 
were in Los Angeles, San Bernardino and San 
Francisco. 

About 60 people showed up in front of the State 
of California building in downtown Fresno to 
protest against the $2.5 billion in cuts to health 
and human services in the 2012-2013 budget. 
 
http://www.fresnobee.com/2012/01/10/267791
8/downtown-fresno-rally-protests.htm

Contra Costa Times: Protest opposes state health cuts 
 

Ryan Hagen, Staff Writer: January 10, 2012 

SAN BERNARDINO -- Proposed cuts to health and 
human services and education could be disastrous 
for vulnerable Californians and the state as a 
whole, protestors declared Tuesday. 

About 40 people, nearly half of them wearing T-
shirts for the homecare provider union UDW, 
rallied outside the San Bernardino Government 
Center to draw attention to $2.5 billion in 
proposed cuts to the California Health and Human 
Services Department. 

The department has been cut by a total of $15 
billion since 2008, protestors said. 

"The god of history is with us," said the Rev. Pat 
Guillen, director of Libreriadel Pueblo and one of 
the speakers. "These are our brothers and sisters. 
... We live in a democracy, Lord, and that 
democracy demands that everyone does his fair 
share." 
A protest outside the San Bermardino Government 
Center protest budget cuts Tuesday January 10, 
2012 in San Bernardino. (LaFonzo Carter, Staff 
Photographer) 

 

 

Photo Gallery: Protest opposes state health cuts 

Gov. Jerry Brown's proposed budget, released last 
week, attempts to fill a $9.2 billion projected 
deficit, in part through $2.5 billion in cuts. 

Brown's press office referred comments to Health 
and Human Services spokesman Luis Vizcaino. 

"The budget proposed last week reflects the state's 
economic reality and resources," Vizcaino said. 
"The stark truth is that without some new taxes, 
damaging cuts to schools, public safety and social 
service programs will only increase." 

The budget proposal improves government 
efficiency by consolidating or eliminating duplicate 

http://www.fresnobee.com/2012/01/10/2677918/downtown-fresno-rally-protests.htm%0c
http://www.fresnobee.com/2012/01/10/2677918/downtown-fresno-rally-protests.htm%0c
mailto:ryan.hagen@inlandnewspapers.com?subject=ContraCostaTimes.com:%20Protest%20opposes%20state%20health%20cuts
http://lang.sbsun.com/photos/photos.asp?a=1393104#id=1393104&num=0


functions and restructuring other programs, 
Vizcaino said. 

Proposed changes include limiting the services 
families can receive if they don't meet welfare-to-
work requirements and lowering the maximum 
income families can make to be eligible for 
services, as well as straight cuts to the amount 
provided for many programs. 

Further cuts would be triggered if voters don't 
approve a tax proposal Brown wants to put on the 
November ballot. 

Education - particularly a proposed reduction in Cal 
Grants for students attending private colleges and 
higher GPA requirements - also drew opposition. 

"Our state cannot afford to defund education, 
because everyone knows that education is our 
future," said Edgar Montes, a member of the Rialto 
Unified School District board. "Just because I'm 
elected doesn't mean I'm not going to come and 
rally against these destructive cuts." 
 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_19

715049 

 

Contra Costa Times: Rally against health cuts planned Tuesday 
 

Ryan Hagen, Staff Writer: January 9, 2012 

 

San Bernardino is one of four cities in California 

targeted for rallies today against planned cuts to 

the state budget for health and human services. 

The protest is scheduled to begin at noon in front 
of the San Bernardino Government Center, 464 
W. Fourth St., and in Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Fresno. 

The rally aims to highlight the human cost of cuts 
to health and human services, which advocates 
calculate total $2.5billion for next year's budget 
and $15billion since 2008, said Vanessa Aramayo, 
executive director of California Partnership and 
co-chairs the HHS Network of California. 

"We must roll back the tide of continual cuts that 
target the same low-income and vulnerable 
Californians year after year," Aramayo said. 
"Instead of cuts, we need to budget for the 
99percent in California by supporting the health 
and social programs that will help restore this 
state to prosperity." 

San Bernardino's high levels of poverty mean a 
disproportionate number of people will be 
affected here, but the city was chosen to show 
people statewide stand to lose, said Mike Roth, a 
spokesman for HHS Network.Earlier cuts to 

education will be another target of opposition, 
said Natalie Dorado, a scheduled speaker and Cal 
State San Bernardio student. 
"We already have seen a tuition increase in 

November because of these cuts," Dorado said. 

"When there's cuts to education, we all feel it. If it 

costs more to go to school, more people don't 

have access to education." 

A tax increase - which Brown has proposed 
putting on the November ballot - would help 
lessen that pressure, Dorado said. 

Brown's budget proposal includes a $946million 
cut to CalWORKS, an $842million cut to MediCal, a 
$163million cut to In-Home Supportive Services, 
and a $447million cut to child care programs. 

A representative from the governor's office did 
not return calls seeking comment. 

John Anaya, a Colton resident and advocate for 
the disabled, said the cuts would not only hurt the 
poor, they'd eventually cost more. 

"The cuts are actually putting us in a situation 
where we're at risk of becoming homeless 
because of these other expenses, or if this 
program is eliminated and the hours are cut,  

http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_19715049
http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_19715049
mailto:ryan.hagen@inlandnewspapers.com?subject=ContraCostaTimes.com:%20Rally%20against%20health%20cuts%20planned%20Tuesday


that's going to force people into institutions (such 
as nursing and convalescent homes), and that in 
turn costs the state much more money," Anaya 
said. "These are things needed for survival." 

Cuts to the judicial system, government pensions 
and other areas he characterized as waste would 

free up the money for these programs, Anaya 
said. 
 
http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_1
9706043 
 
**Also featured in the San Bernardino Sun

 
 

The Associated Press: Seniors, Disabled Worry about Cuts to In-Home Care 
 
By Judy Lin, Associated Press, January 7, 2012 
 

LOOMIS, Calif.τBorn with spinal muscular atrophy, 
a genetic disease that prevents muscle 
development, Anthony Muli has never walked and 
his doctors never expected him to live past age 
нΦbƻǿΣ ŀǘ нпΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŀƴŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƛȊ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
house in the Northern California town of Loomis, 
east of Sacramento, is decorated with San 
Francisco 49ers and Sacramento Kings 
memorabilia. 
 
He enjoys as much of life as he can with the help of 
his 72-year-old grandmother and caretaker, Jo 
Ellen Zerr, who does everything from cleaning his 
tracheotomy tube to driving him to his medical 
appointments. 
 
The level of care is made possible in large part 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ Lƴ-Home Supportive 
Services program, which helps about 435,000 
California seniors and people with disabilities. The 
program pays caretakers, many of them family 
members, hourly wages and benefits between $8 
and $14.78 to help people get dressed, cook and 
bathe. For her work, Kerr, a retired clerk, receives 
about $2,800 a month before taxes to do a job she 
would do for free. 
άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Facing another budget shortfall, Gov. Jerry Brown 
has proposed taking Zerr up on her offer. The 
Brown administration wants to eliminate in-home 
services for people who do live with someone else, 
a move that would save the state about $164 
million in the new fiscal year that starts July 1. 

Since many recipients live with parentsor other 
family members, the move would affect 60 percent 
ƻŦ LI{{ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦέ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴƛŎŜ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣέ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ 
releasing his latest spending plan Thursday. 
 
Muli opposes thŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
to care for him and that person or institution 
would cost the state more. 
 
άCƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ 
having these hours to have the type of care, it not 
only hurts health-ǿƛǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
reduce wages and services, reflect the ongoing tug-
of-ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
quality of life by keeping them out of institutions 
and finding state savings at a time when the 
recession has ravaged public resources. The 
governor introduced the same proposal last year, 
but the Legislature rejected the proposal and never 
included it in the budget. 
 
According to the nonpartisan LeƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘΩǎ 
Office, the Legislature has tried to cut more than 
$600 million from the in-home program since 
2009, with little success. The program is funded by 
a mix of federal, state and county funds, and the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ $1.4 billion 
for 2012-13. 
 
The state has achieved some savings by requiring 
applicants to show proof that they need in-home 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_19706043
http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_19706043


care, but other cost-cutting efforts have fallen flat. 
For example, the state thought it could save $140 
million by using machines to dispense medicine, 
but that pilot program was never implemented. An 
anti-fraud effort pushed by former Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was never fully implemented. 
 
Advocates and unions representing the caretakers 
have succeeded in blocking past efforts to reduce 
caretaker wages down to the minimum wage and 
trim hours for patients who are better able to care 
for themselves. 
The latest battle involves a federal lawsuit 
challenging a 20 percent across-the-board 
reduction that was enacted as part of automatic, 
midyear budget cuts when state tax revenue fell 
short of projections. 
 
U.S. District Judge Claudia Wilken in Oakland is 
expected to rule later this month on whether the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƻ-called trigger cuts are legal. The unions 
representing the workers say the state is not 
allowed to cut their benefits until the court is able 
ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
placement, which could violate the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and other federal laws. 
 
The lawsuit was filed by Disability Rights California 
and other groups on behalf of in-home support 
recipients and by unions that include five Service 
Employees International Union locals and the 
United Domestic Workers-American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, whose 
members include in-home caregivers and 
attendants. 
 
The State Employees International Union-Long 
Term Care Workers in Los Angeles, which 
represents 180,000 in-home care providers and 
nursing home workers throughout California, is 
advocating for a dedicated source of funding for in-
home services. Wyatt Closs, a spokesman for the 
union, said the state saves when people are able to 
stay in their homes, rather than be placed in 
nursing homes or institutional care facilities. 
 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
clearly save lives because it takes care of our most 
ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΣέ /ƭƻǎǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
situations of cutting off your nose to spite your 
ŦŀŎŜΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ 
that it costs about $13,000 a year to keep a person 
in their homes. Union officials say it would cost 
taxpayers three times that amount, or more, if the 
same people were placed in nursing homes or 
other institutions, though not all would leave their 
homes. 
 
Brian Jones, a Republican lawmaker from Santee 
who serves on the Assembly Health Committee, 
said unions have prevented the state from making 
necessary cuts. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊ ǳƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
protecting the dues that they receive from those 
members, more so than protecting the program,έ 
WƻƴŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴŀƴȅ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
advantage of in-home supportive services and take 
care of your own family member, that you are 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ƭŀōƻǊ ǳƴƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Kerr, the grandmother, said she does not mind 
paying dues to a union because it provides 
caretakers a unified voice. She said the in-home 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
expenses but she and her husband, Ed, have used 
their retirement savings to cover many other 
expenses, including a specially equipped van to 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊΦ 
 
άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣέ YŜǊǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƻ 
ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅ 
healthier in the home environment. If he (Muli) 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳƴƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘΦέ 
 
http://www.udwa.org/2012/01/seniors-disabled-
worry-about-cuts-to-in-home-care/ 

 

http://www.udwa.org/2012/01/seniors-disabled-worry-about-cuts-to-in-home-care/
http://www.udwa.org/2012/01/seniors-disabled-worry-about-cuts-to-in-home-care/


Fontana Herald News: Protesters oppose state’s proposed budget cutbacks 
 
By Alejandro Cano: January 11, 2012 
 

Plans by Gov. Jerry Brown to cut an additional $4.2 
ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ 
to close a projected deficit gap of approximately 
$9.2 billion could have devastating effects to the 
most vulnerable people, including seniors, disabled 
people and students, protesters said Tuesday. 
 
The protesters gathered in front of the Rosa Parks 

Government Building in San Bernardino as part of a 
statewide protest against the possible cuts 
announced by Brown on Jan. 5. 
 
άhǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
restore the social safety net. Revenue solutions are 
the only way to steer California toward economic 
recovery, put our fiscal house in order, and protect 
ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9ŘƎŀǊ 
Montes, a Rialto Unified School board member. 
ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
for what I see, it does not look good. Enough is 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ 
According to California Partnership, a statewide 
coalition of community-based organizations 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
cut $946 million to the Cal WORKS program, 
$446.9 million to Child Care, and $842.3 million to 
Health Services. 
In addition, the plan would cut $163.8 million to In 
Home Supportive Services, $27.8 million to 

community clinics, $14.5 million to the AIDS Drug 
Assistance program, and $64.4 million to the 
Healthy Families program, among others. 
 
άbƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ the 
social safety net from further cuts. After billions in 
cuts to essential health and human services, 
Californians should not have to endure the pain 
ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŏǳǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƻŦ 
Rolling Start Inc., an independent living center in 
San Bernardino. 
 
The plan would also cut $302 million to the 
education system, which means grants would be 
reduced to public universities and community 
colleges. The cuts would also make it harder for 
future students as GPA requirements increase. 
 
άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
invest in the people? Dreams will be shattered. 
Young people will be thrown to the streets because 
schools will not have room for them due to lack of 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΚέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Natalie Durado, a student at Cal State University 
San Bernardino. 
 
According to California Partnership, some of the 
proposed revenue solutions include three new tax 
rates for the top 2 percent highest-income earners 
in California, which would raise approximately $4.4 
billion, and a temporary sales tax of .5 percent 
until 2016, which would raise $2.6 billion. 
 
California Partnership said an additional $5.4 
billion in trigger cuts could occur. If that happens, 
there would be cuts of $2.6 billion to the K-12 
education system, $400 million to the upper 
education system, and elimination of jobs at state 
parks and beaches. 
 
The trigger cuts would also mean reductions of the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ-
fighting programs, the Department of Water 
Resources, and the Department of Justice, 

1 Protesters expressed dismay over Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
plan to cut an additional $4.2 billion from the state 
budget. 



California Partnership said. 
 
ά{Ƴŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǊ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǊ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōƛƎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
pay their fair share. We ask our legislators to think 
about the most vulnerable before approving the 

budget. We also ask people to remember how they 
ǾƻǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Maribel Nunez, coordinator at California 
Partnership. 

http://www.fontanaheraldnews.com/articles/2012
/01/11/news/doc4f0e6c9b652e1130741852.txt  

 
Associated Press: Gov. Brown asks Calif. to dream big, approve taxes 

 
By Judy Lin and Juliet Williams, Associated Press: January 18, 2012 

 

 
 
Metres Huddleston, left, and Sandra Vinning, 
who both receive care through the In Home 

Support Services program, joined others at a 
rally to protest further cuts to social services, 
following Gov. Jerry Brown's State of the State 
speech at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2012. Brown, who 
proposed the cuts, also urging legislators to help 
make California great again by taking on major 
initiatives and funding schools. 
Photo: AP / AP 
 
http:// www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Gov-
Brown-asks-Calif-to-dream-big-approve-taxes-
2613359.php#photo-2099825 

 
 

Sacramento Business Journal: Rally to challenge state to generate revenue, not cut programs 
By Kathy Robertson: January 18, 2012 
 
California residents unhappy with Gov. Jerry 
BrownΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǿƘŀŎƪ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ $2.5 billion 
out of the state health and human services 
budget next year will rally at the State Capitol at 
noon Wednesday. 
 
The rally will call on legislators to support the 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ άфф ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘέ ōȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
with ways to generate revenue, and not just 
cutting programs. 
Organizations participating in the rally will 
include Independent Living Services of Northern 
California, Parent Voices, families impacted by 

social safety net cuts and other community 
allies. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǌŀƭƭȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ State of the 
State speech, scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. 
The proposed 2012-2013 state budget includes 
ŀ Ϸфпс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ-
to-work program and deep cuts to Medi-Cal, 
home care services and child care. 
 
http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/
2012/01/18/calif-rally-sacrame-revenue-
program-cuts.html 

 
 

http://www.fontanaheraldnews.com/articles/2012/01/11/news/doc4f0e6c9b652e1130741852.txt
http://www.fontanaheraldnews.com/articles/2012/01/11/news/doc4f0e6c9b652e1130741852.txt
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Gov-Brown-asks-Calif-to-dream-big-approve-taxes-2613359.php#photo-2099825
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Gov-Brown-asks-Calif-to-dream-big-approve-taxes-2613359.php#photo-2099825
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Gov-Brown-asks-Calif-to-dream-big-approve-taxes-2613359.php#photo-2099825
http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/search/results?q=Jerry%20Brown
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Vida En El Valle (Fresno Bee): Budget Cuts Will Hurt Families 
 

By Rebecca Plevin: January 17, 2012 

 
FRESNO - When lower-income parents first bring 
their children to Sharon Esquivel's in-home day 
care, the families are just struggling to get by. 

"Oh my God, they are shopping in second-hand 
stores to make ends meet, and they are 
shopping at the 99 Cent store for food and 
supplies," said Esquivel, whose day care -- 
named Alexis Marie for Ebony Faleen, after 
three of her seven granddaughters -- is funded 
through CalWORKS, the state's main welfare 
program. 

However, as parents earn an education, hold 
steady jobs, and receive child care -- all with the 
support of CalWORKS -- their lives, and those of 
their kids, begin to stabilize. 

But if the state legislature approves cuts 
proposed in Gov. Jerry Brown's 2012-13 budget, 
many of these families could lose the child care 
they depend on. That could cause parents to 
quit their jobs to stay home with their kids, and 
sink back into poverty. 

"If I lose my child care, I will not be able to 
work," said Julie Her, a single mother who works 
in sales. She has left her three kids with Esquivel 
about six days a week for five years. "If worst 
comes to worst, I will have to lose my job -- but I 
would hate for that to happen." 

And it could cause Esquivel -- who has 
transformed her southeast Fresno home into a 
colorful day care, complete with a cozy 
classroom, a small library, and a backyard 
garden -- to be out of a job. 

"I will be done -- it will put me out of business," 
said Esquivel, 55, who wore her hair in a bun, 
with curly wisps escaping on all sides, in the 
classic style of a long-harried mother. 

Brown has proposed eliminating 62,000 child 
care slots -- or about 20 percent of the slots 
currently offered through CalWORKS -- as part 

of an effort to plug a $9.2 billion state budget 
deficit. 
 
The proposal cuts 46,300 slots by eliminating 
services for families who do not meet federal 
welfare-to-work requirements, and 15,700 slots 
by reducing the income ceiling for participating 
families. 

About half of the families who would lose their 
child care are Latino, and the San Joaquín Valley 
would be especially impacted, said Mike Herald, 
legislative advocate for public benefits for the 
Western Center on Law and Poverty. 

Under this proposal, "the folks who really need 
help, and the folks who are struggling to get out 
of poverty, are left behind," Herald said. "It's a 
much higher mountain to climb out of poverty 
under this proposal than current law." 

Reducing the number of children eligible for the 
program would make it harder for Esquivel -- 
who cares for 10 or 12 children each week, and 
receives about $29 per day, per child -- to 
maintain the day care she has operated for 21 
years, or provide the extra services she offers 
families. 

Despite previous budget cuts that have already 
eaten away at child care funding, Esquivel 
continues to transport children to and from 
school, and their parents to work when 
necessary. She feeds the kids -- sometimes their 
only meals outside of school -- and occasionally 
sends food home for mom and dad. 

She provides arts and crafts projects, and 
teaches kids to grow their own fruits and 
vegetables in her backyard garden. She loves 
organizing outings for the kids: They eat 
popcorn and watch movies on Friday, take bats 
and balls to a local park, and go out to eat at 
Hometown Buffet. 

Esquivel -- who grew up in Fresno as one of 14 
kids born to a poor, single mom -- does all this, 



she said, because she knows what it is like to 
have nothing. 

"We came from poverty and our Christmas toys 
were whatever the government gave us," 
Esquivel said. "It is important for me to give 
them a Christmas, give them birthday parties, 
and to take them to places I wish I could have 
gone at one time." 

"It is deep for me to do all these things for them 
because I didn't have it, and I wanted it." 

The prospect of further budget cuts hit her just 
as deeply. 

"Everything I have and work for, I'm giving back 
to the children," she said. 

Her one fear for herself, she said, is affording 
medical insurance if she loses her job. 

"Who is going to take care of my medical bills?" 
asked Esquivel, a diabetic with high blood 
pressure. 
 
As Esquivel waits for the state legislature to 
determine the fate of the program, her only 
option is to do what she excels at. 

Last Thursday, she helped a young girl brush a 
doll's hair, poured another glass of milk for a 
thirsty boy, and prepared tacos for the five 
children under her watch that evening. 

When a mother who works the early shift at a 
restaurant asked if her two kids could spend the 
night at Esquivel's house, and if Esquivel could 
take the kids to school in the morning, Esquivel's 
answer came swiftly: "of course." 

"We are just grinning and bearing," Esquivel said 
of the proposed cuts. 

Her families are crossing their fingers, too. 

"Without child care, I would lose my job, and 
have to go back on welfare," said Ana Jones, a 
single mother of two. 

Jones got off welfare about three years ago, and 
works part-time at the Internal Revenue Service. 
For about a year, she has dropped her children 
off of Esquivel's at 5 a.m., so she could be at 
work by 6 a.m. 

"I'm going to pray about it," she said. "We just 
have to wait and see what happens." 

http://www.vidaenelvalle.com/2012/01/17/111
1876/budget-cuts-will-hurt-families.html 

 

Television 
 

Fresno, ABC 30: Protesters demonstrate against governor's budget 

January 10, 2012 

FRESNO, Calif. (KFSN) -- Dozens turned out for a 
rally Tuesday in Downtown Fresno to protest 
proposed cuts in Governor Jerry Brown's newly-
released budget. 

Demonstrators held signs in front of the state 
building Tuesday afternoon. 

They say the budget proposal released last week 
called for $2.5 billion in cuts to health and human 
services. 

Health and social service advocates from 
organizations including Clinica Sierra Vista, a 
community health center, said they are calling on 
legislators to support programs that are vital to a 
large portion of the community. 

"We take care of more than 135,000 people 
between Inyo, Fresno and Kern counties who 
don't quite often have insurance, who need 
services that are paid for through the state budget 
system. People who will lose those services and 

http://www.vidaenelvalle.com/2012/01/17/1111876/budget-cuts-will-hurt-families.html
http://www.vidaenelvalle.com/2012/01/17/1111876/budget-cuts-will-hurt-families.html


potentially their homes should those services be 
cut," Kevin Hamilton of Clinica Sierra Vista said. 

The rally was part of a four-city rally across 
California with other events taking place in Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino and San Francisco. 

(Copyright ©2012 KFSN-TV/DT. All Rights 
Reserved.) 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/local&id

=8498024 

 
Los Angeles, ABC 7 News: Health cuts in Brown's budget prompts protest 

 

 January 10, 2012 

California Gov. Jerry Brown at the 2011 State of 

the State address. (KABC Photo) 

LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- Cuts to Health and Human 

Services in Gov. Jerry Brown's recently released 

budget are prompting a protest in downtown Los 

Angeles on Tuesday afternoon. 

Meanwhile, a new report suggests the governor's 
proposed tax increase may not bring in as much 
new money as he has been projecting. A new 
nonpartisan study says the tax increase would 
only raise about $4.8 billion in the first budget 
cycle. 

 

 

 

 

The governor had projected a $6.9 billion increase 
in funds. Volatility in capital markets is the reason 
given for the difference in projections. 

(Copyright ©2012 KABC-TV/DT. All Rights 
Reserved.) 
http://abclocal.go.com/kabc/story?section=news/

local/los_angeles&id=8497735 

 

Fresno, KFSN (ABC) Action News Live at 4PM 
Monday, Jan 10, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=24662110
99%7C10%7C49%5E2466212608%7C0%7C17%5E 

Fresno, KSEE24 News at 6:30PM 

Monday, Jan 10, 2012 

http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=24664192
59%7C26%7C33%5E2466420573%7C0%7C6%5E  

Los Angeles, KABC (ABC) Eyewitness News 5:00PM 
Monday, Jan 10, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=24663381
38%7C5%7C25%5E  

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/local&id=8498024
http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/local&id=8498024
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http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=2466338138%7C5%7C25%5E
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=2466338138%7C5%7C25%5E


 
San Francisco Bay Area, KTVU 6 O’ Clock News 

Monday, Jan 10, 2012 
 
http://www.livedash.com/transcript/ktvu_6_o'clock_news/2/KTVU/Monday_January_10_2011/546082
/  

 

San Francisco Bay Area, KRON 4 News at 8 
Monday, Jan 10, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=24665311
56%7C12%7C47%5E2466532183%7C0%7C59%5E2466534083%7C0%7C22%5E  
 

San Francisco Bay Area, KRON 4 News at 11 
Monday, Jan 10, 2012 
 
http://www.livedash.com/transcript/kron_4_news_at_11/4/KRON/Monday_January_10_2011/546176/ 
 

 
KION Central Coast News: “State of the 99%” Rally Held Outside of State 

Capitol 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. - Advocates for low income 
families say they are unhappy about the 
Governor Jerry Brown's proposed cuts to health 
and human services, as well as proposed cuts to 
education. They say the cuts hurt the state's 
most vulnerable families.  

Today's rally was called the "State of the 99%" 
and happened just minutes after the Governor 
delivered this year's state of the state. 
Protestors called on Governor Brown to raise 
taxes on the wealthy, to do away with Prop 13, 
and to implement an oil severance tax. They 
chastised the governor for proposing to make 
cuts to CalWorks, the state's welfare to work 

program.  
 
"CalWorks is a really good program and its not 
charity. You know we are trying to lift them up 
and this is a good way by teaching them how to 
do something to lift them up because they in 
turn will lift someone else up," says one of the 
participants, Nann Brasmer. 

The group today said schools and health and 
human services have already been hit with 
billions of dollars in cuts in the last few years. 
They are asking for more taxes, and less cuts.  

http://www.kionrightnow.com/story/16550079
/state-of-the-99-rally-held-outside-of-capital 

 

Sacramento, KUVS 19 Univision News (Spanish) 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
http://univisionsacramento.univision.com/videos/video/2012-01-18/protestan-por-anuncio-de-recortes 
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http://univisionsacramento.univision.com/videos/video/2012-01-18/protestan-por-anuncio-de-recortes


 
Los Angeles, KABC (ABC) Eyewitness News 6:00AM 

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=2483
001452%7C12%7C32%5E 
 

Sacramento, KXTV News at 10:00PM 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.co m/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=2482
025651%7C34%7C25%5E2482026945%7C0%7C17%5E 
 

Fresno, KFSN Action News at 5:00PM 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
 
http://www.criticalmention.com/components/url_gen/play_flash.php?autoplay=1&clip_info=2481
937384%7C37%7C22%5E2481938920%7C0%7C38%5E 

 

Radio 
KCBS San Francisco: Protesters Rally In San Francisco against Brown’s Budget 

 

SAN FRANCISCO τ Advocates for the poor and 

disabled and elderly rallied on McAllister Street 

outside the state building against cuts in 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

Monday. 

The protesters said the cuts unfairly target 

health and human service programs. 

Inside the building, state workers are worried 

about their pay, which would be reduced by 

ŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ мл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

KCBS’ Chris Filippi Reports: 
Protests In San Francisco Against Brown's Budget 

ά¢ƘƛǊǘȅ-one years and I do find it a bit 

ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎΣέ ƻƴŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Governor Brown said he wants state workers 

and unions without contract to accept $308 

million in concessions. 

Governor Jerry Brown (AP) 
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(© 2010 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights 

Reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.) 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/01/10/pr
otests-in-san-francisco-against-browns-budget/

KCBS San Francisco: All News 740 AM FM 106.9: Protesters Rally on Day of Action 
against Governor’s Proposed Budget Cuts 

 
January 11, 2012 
 

Several dozen protesters rallied in front of a state office building near San Francisco City Hall on 
Tuesday. Y/.{Ω Chris Filippi reports that it was part of a statewide day of action against the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
proposed budget cuts. 
 
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/show/all-news-kcbs/# 

 
UprisingRadio.org 

January 11, 2012 

The Activist Beat with Rose Aguilar, host of Your 

Call on KALW in San Francisco is a weekly roundup 

of progressive activism that the mainstream media 

ignores, undercovers, or misrepresents. 

Activists in Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Fresno, 

and San Francisco took to the streets yesterday to 

speak out ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ WŜǊǊȅ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 

slash another $1.4 billion in funding from social 

programs, colleges, MediCal, libraries, child care, 

and in-home supportive services for the elderly 

and disabled. 

The Health and Human Services Network of 

California broke down the numbers. The Governor 

is making an $842 million cut to MediCal; a $163 

million cut to in-home supportive services, which 

would affect 250,000 low-income seniors and 

individuals with severe disabilities; and a $447 

million cut to childcare, which would deny 62,000 

children access to affordable care. 

According to the California Budget Foundation, the 

$946 million cut to CalWORKS will put tens of 

thousands of children at serious risk of 

homelessness. More than three-quarters of the 

Californians who receive cash assistance through 

this program are children. Most of the adults who 

receive assistance are single mothers. 

The Governor has also proposed eliminating school 

transportation funding. This will leave children 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ with no way to get 

to school. Jim Stewart, the Superintendent for the 

Southern Humboldt Unified School District, told 

California Watch that the district buses 650 out of 

780 students every day. The district is scheduled to 

run out of money in 45 days. It just sent layoff 

notices to all 14 of its transportation employees, 

including 11 bus drivers. How will these kids get to 

school? 

{ƛƴŎŜ нллуΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

have suffered a whopping $15 billion in cuts. 

The state is currently facing a $9 billion deficit. If 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜƴ 

deeper cuts in future years. Where will we draw 

the line? 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Y-12 education was spared this 

ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƛǎ 

hoping voters support a ballot measure that would 

generate nearly $7 billion in tax increases. If 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/01/10/protests-in-san-francisco-against-browns-budget/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/01/10/protests-in-san-francisco-against-browns-budget/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/show/all-news-kcbs/


Californians fail to vote for this increase in 

November, public schools might be forced to 

shorten the school year by three weeks. 

Groups are also hoping to put another oil tax 

initiative on the November ballot. The measure 

would create a 12.5 percent severance tax on oil 

and gas companies in California, raising an 

estimated $2 billion a year. That money would be 

ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ŦǳƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ and repeat that 

California is the only major oil producing state 

without an extraction tax. 

According to the LA Times, groups are also working 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜǎΩ ǘŀȄΣ ŀ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ 

tax hike to fund environmental projects, and an 

income tax hike to fund K-12 education. 

Because it all seems to be getting worse, we tend 

to spend more time talking about the problems 

and not the solutions. 

The group California Tax Reform lays out a number 

of revenue streams that would raise $20 billion. 

They include eliminating corporate tax loopholes, 

taxing untaxed windfalls, ending tax breaks with no 

benefits, maintaining the vehicle license fee, and 

imposing taxes on the very wealthy. 

We have to continue asking some basic questions: 

What kind of state do we want to live in? Do we 

want to live in a state that continues to shred its 

safety net for its poorest citizens? Do we want to 

ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻ ōǊƻƪŜΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

afford bus services for school kids living in rural 

areas? 

If politicians representing one of the wealthiest 

states in the country fail to agree on a plan to raise 

revenue soon, we will continue on this downward 

spiral. 

We have the solutions to get out of this mess. The 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭΦ 

http://uprisingradio.org/home/2012/01/11/activist

-beat-01112/ 

 
Capital Public Radio: Advocates Rally Against Social Service Cuts in New Budget 

 
By Pauline Bartolone, January 18, 2012 
 

California Governor Jerry Brown never spoke of 
health care in his State of the State address. 

But just hours after his speech, a few dozen 
people gathered to bring attention to cuts to 
health and social services in the new state 
budget.   

CHANTING: "We want revenue! We want 
revenue!" 

Nan Brasmer of the California Alliance for 
Retired Americans led the crowd. 

She said many budget problems could be fixed 
with new revenues - such as a tax on crude oil.   

BRASMER: "We need to support going after new 
revenues. There are a number of opportunities. 
There are lots of tax loopholes and we need to 
go get them." 

Governor Brown does propose raising taxes in 
his new budget, but the money would benefit 
education, not social services. 

More than two billion dollars in cuts have been 
proposed for health care services and 
CalWORKS. 

http://www.capradio.org/articles/2012/01/18/a
dvocates-rally-against-social-service-cuts-in-
new-budget 
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KQED California Report: Governor Brown Proposes Restructuring California’s 
Welfare Program 

 
Monday, January 16, 2012 
 

One of the biggest battles arising from Governor 
Jerry Brown's 2012 budget plan could involve his 
proposed restructuring of California's welfare 
program, known as CalWORKs. 

http://www.kqed.org/a/kqednews/RN20120116
1104 

 

Websites/Blogs 

The California Healthline: Rallies Held To Protest $2.5B in Proposed Health Care Cuts 

January 11, 2012 
 

On Tuesday, advocates held rallies in at least 

four cities to protest the $2.5 billion in planned 

state health and social service spending cuts 

included in Gov. Jerry Brown's (D) new $92.6 

billion budget proposal for fiscal year 2012-

2013. The protesters said the proposed 

spending cuts would harm many of California's 

vulnerable residents, particularly the elderly, 

children and individuals with disabilities. The 

protesters called on Brown to increase state 

taxes on wealthy residents and companies to 

help bridge a projected $9.2 billion deficit. 

 

http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/20

12/1/11/rallies-held-to-protest-2-5b-in-

proposed-health-care-cuts.aspx 
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