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HHS Network May Revise LTE Templates

LTE Template No. 1 (105 words):

The Governor’s May Revise budget once again offers the legislature opportunities to do what’s right, and more importantly, what’s necessary, to get our state up and running again. We have to stop fooling ourselves – we cannot get out of the current mess without extending existing revenues. Republicans like to say we have a “spending problem – not a revenue problem.” But California Treasurer Bill Lockyer has dismissed this time and again – pointing to the fact that general fund spending has been relatively flat since Reagan was governor. It’s time to pull our heads out from under the sand and take a proactive stance in California’s recovery.
LTE Template No. 2 (92 words):

California has two options for the upcoming budget year: one that includes Governor Brown’s initial proposal to extend existing revenue streams to prevent cuts and put California’s fiscal house back in order; and on the other hand, a dreadful, all-cuts solution that Republican legislators in Sacramento have been desperately seeking all along. The Governor’s modest revenues are only extensions – the very same taxes we’ve been paying for the last few years. How difficult a decision does this really have to be? Do what’s right and help us get out of this mess!

LTE Template No. 3 (135 words):

In case anybody forgot -- Californians were already subjected to dismal cuts to core programs (Medi-Cal, CalWORKS, childcare, etc.) back in March. Looking at the figures over the last three years, health care and human services programs have suffered the worst -- $22 billion in cuts. The unconscionable reality of this is that we’re targeting seniors, poor kids, and people with disabilities? Is that what California’s priorities have come to? Balancing our budget deficit on the backs of the most vulnerable? Even more unbelievable is the fact that we still have legislators in the Capitol who think they can get away with a sloppy budget proposal full of cheap one-offs and wild assumptions.  We need to get our act together and pass a budget that won’t throw our seniors, kids, and families under the bus. 

LTE Template No. 4 (105 words): 
The Governor’s revised budget proposal, released earlier this week, gives legislators a second chance to come together and pass a budget that will prevent further cuts to seniors, kids, families, and people with disabilities. Whether or not Republicans are willing to put aside their irrational hostility to all things “tax-related” and do SOMETHING for the benefit of their own constituents is another matter altogether. I sincerely hope so: given that we’ve effectively bled our health care and human services dry,  I don’t see what other choice we have…that is to say, unless we’re now willing to turn our backs completely on those struggling the most?
LTE Template No. 5 (94 words):
The prospect of an all-cuts budget, an unthinkable outcome if the Governor’s revised budget proposal that includes extending revenues is rejected, is truly terrifying. Eliminating adult day health care services for seniors and people with disabilities means forcing thousands into costly nursing homes and state run institutions. Further cuts to CalWORKS and SSI/SSP, on top of the $8 billion cut in recent years, means struggling families, who desperately want to work, are pushed off the edge. We can and should do better than this. An all-cuts budget is not the answer; it’s an atrocity.

LTE Template No. 6 (132 words): 
Time will tell if Republican legislators will heed the voice of their conscience and better judgment by doing the right thing by extending existing revenue streams, as the Governor once again proposed in his recently released revised budget.  Any state leader who seriously thinks we can pass a budget through cuts alone is either willingly aloof to the realities facing millions of California seniors, kids, and families; or else in a complete state of cynical indifference. Honestly, how difficult is it to continue to pay the taxes we’ve currently been paying for the last few years in light of the gross human cost that an all-cuts budget would entail? We’re not talking about dollar signs and figures anymore – we’re talking about human beings and their lives. An all-cuts budget will be lethal.  
