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Person-to-Person Messages

April 12, 2011

Now is the time to stand together, and stand stronger than ever for the California we know is possible.  
California is an abundant state with enough resources to: [choose]

· Support struggling families as they get back on their feet,

· Stand by seniors, the sick, and people with disabilities in their time of need,

· Put our children on a path to opportunity  

California’s budget sets out our most important priorities, and we support maintaining the revenues needed to sustain investments we’ve always made in our people, Will you join us?  

Californians have already paid the price
Californians have already stomached the Governor’s proposed $12 billion in dangerous spending cuts to critical health care and human services programs.  This comes on top of the more than $16 billion cut from health and human services over the last three years. Because of these cuts [fill in as appropriate]

· Families like mine will have fewer opportunities to move from welfare to work, even as the stagnant economy makes finding employment harder than ever.
· Health care costs are higher than ever, and fewer doctors have their doors open to Medi-Cal patients.
· Termination of child-care for 11 and 12 year old children means I have to choose between keeping my job or leaving them home alone when they are most at risk.
· [Other as appropriate]
It’s not a “jobs” budget if it puts people out of work

A budget without revenue extensions would cost California another 140,000 jobs and drive the state’s already sky-high 12.2% unemployment levels a full point higher. 

An all-cuts budget creates more roadblocks to recovery

The “all cuts” Republican legislators want will not only fail to produce more jobs, it will harm California’s fragile economic recovery. 

· Cutting $1 billion from Med-Cal means California would lose roughly California stands to lose nearly 27,000 public and private sector jobs. 

· Cutting $1 billion from CalWORKS costs the state roughly 23,000 public and private jobs.
· Cutting $1 billion from In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) would cost California more than 163,200 jobs, and cut back on work hours for those who maintain their jobs, so families must rely on smaller paychecks.

Where do YOUR priorities lie? Tough times call for tough decisions. Californians have already suffered $12.4 billion in devastating spending cuts, and now it’s time to make some rational decisions:
	Where do you stand?


	Is California going to preserve what’s left of our health care?
	Or continue to give corporations a free hand to choose how their profits are taxed at the expense of families, low-income children, and seniors? 



	Is California going to give seniors and people with disabilities the opportunity to live independent lives at home?
	Or continue to hand out extraordinary tax breaks to corporations that fail to produce jobs, thus unnecessarily forcing countless Californians into state run institutions and hospitals?



	Is California willing to give struggling families a chance to get back on their feet and back to work?
	Or reject the Governor’s modest revenue package which merely extends the existing personal income tax, sales tax, and vehicle license fee?  
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